
A legAcy is A shAdow thAt stretches 
forwArd; An echo thAt grows louder, 
A memory thAt becomes A dreAm. it is A 
footprint thAt we leAve, mArking our 
journey from the pAst And helping leAd 
the next generAtion to the future. 2010 
legAcies now is committed to creAting 
opportunities for tomorrow, todAy. 
we Are building pArtnerships between 
people, orgAnizAtions And communities 
to help build A better british columbiA. 
inspired by the olympic And pArAlympic 
ideAls of peAce through sport, fAir plAy, 

And the celebrAtion of the humAn spirit 
through Athletic And Artistic expression,  
2010 legAcies now is the spArk thAt lights 
the fire we eAch cArry inside. we believe 
pAssionAtely in the power of one to 
mAke A difference in the lives of mAny. we 
believe we Are All mAde stronger by the 
bonds we forge with those who shAre 
our community, our interests And our 
ideAls. excellence comes in mAny forms. 
we celebrAte them All, from personAl 

bests to world-clAss Achievements. from 
plAyground to podium, Audience to stAge, 
And insight to inspirAtion, our progrAms 
And pArtnerships help creAte the plAtform 
upon which people from All over british 
columbiA cAn stAnd And shine. 2010 legAcies 
now helps open the doors of opportunity 
for All british columbiAns to reAlize their 
most deeply-felt AspirAtions. the result 
is found in words thAt resonAte loud 
And long, A piece of modern Art thAt 
becomes A clAssic, or one good deed thAt 
inspires two more. enduring friendships, 
unbridled creAtivity, An unwAvering 
sense of optimism, these Are our ties thAt 
bind. 2010 legAcies now: for the love of 
sport; for inspirAtion; for educAtion; for 
community.
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john furlong, ceo
vAncouver orgAnizing committee for 
the 2010 olympic And pArAlympic gAmes

sir philip crAven, president
internAtionAl pArAlympic committee

Vancouver’s bid to host the 2010 Winter Games was inspired, in 
part, by the belief that the Olympic and Paralympic Games could 
build strong partnerships that benefit communities long after the 
Games are over. 2010 Legacies Now has turned this belief into 
a reality by developing and delivering community legacies in the 
arts, literacy, sport, volunteerism and accessibility; legacies whose 
benefits will live on, long after the last medal is awarded. 

2010 Legacies Now is a proven leader in creating lasting legacies for 
British Columbia, which is sure to inspire future Games’ bid cities and 
hosts for years to come.

chief gibby jAcob, 
A hereditAry chief of the squAmish nAtion; 
member, vAnoc boArd of directors

2010 Legacies Now has a unique partnership with the Four Host 
First Nations Society that is focused on improving the lives of 
individuals so that they are empowered to create a better community 
around them. 2010 Legacies Now has impacted many First Nations 
people by providing a unique, richly rewarding experience through 
its many programs, and the positive effect of this will continue long 
after the Games.

Through the support that 2010 Legacies Now has provided for 
grassroots organizations, new possibilities lie ahead for Aboriginal 
youth. 2010 Legacies Now has helped to empower youth to lead 
healthier, active lifestyles, and provided resources to support lifelong 
learning and new employment opportunities. A brighter future, more 
optimism - these are the benefits that the 2010 Winter Games have 
brought to us.

dr. jAcques rogge, president
internAtionAl olympic committee

Creating sustainable legacies is a fundamental commitment of the 
Olympic Movement.  It is our obligation.  Legacies bring life to the 
Olympic values of excellence, friendship and respect, and position 
sport as an agent of change. 

Vancouver’s commitment to legacies is clear, and plans for 
sustainable legacies were explicitly detailed in the city’s initial bid to 
host the Games. Through 2010 Legacies Now, Vancouver launches 
a role model for innovative legacy planning and development. By 
implementing social and economic legacies, host cities have a chance 
to change a community and a nation forever. 2010 Legacies Now has 
used the Olympic Games as a catalyst for change and its multitude 
of initiatives will no doubt influence future host city legacy efforts. 

2010 Legacies Now realized the importance of partnerships to 
create programs that promote sport, education, culture and 
economic development. The social legacy programs of 2010 
Legacies Now have touched, and will continue to touch, the lives of 
millions of citizens of British Columbia and of Canada by building on 
community spirit, encouraging participation, and fostering efficient 
and effective relationships.

The Paralympic Winter Games in Vancouver and Whistler have made 
a most significant impact on the lives of people with perceived 
disabilities living within British Columbia. 2010 Legacies Now 
celebrated the Paralympic values of courage, determination, 
inspiration and equality, and applied them to improving community 
life for athletes and others with a perceived disability throughout 
the province. 

Thanks to the work of 2010 Legacies Now, British Columbia’s 
communities and businesses are changing the way they perceive 
people with disabilities - no longer do they view them as a 
special and thus marginalized population but instead as fellow 
citizens capable of contributing and participating in all aspects of 
community life.

lAsting legAcies

2010 legAcies now stArted with An ideA, the concept thAt 

bidding for the 2010 olympic And pArAlympic winter gAmes 

could bring lAsting benefits to british columbiA. thAt one 

ideA quickly grew into so much more. 

in order to leAve lAsting legAcies in b.c. communities well 

beyond the gAmes, we’ve engAged pArtners within vArious 

AreAs of expertise to work towArd A common goAl. we bring 

the right people together, At the right time, to mAke chAnge 

- greAter chAnge thAn Any of us could do Alone.

we Are the first orgAnizAtion of our kind, the first legAcy 

group to be in plAce before the gAmes even begin. we Are 

chAnging the wAy host cities, regions And countries tAke 

AdvAntAge of their time in the olympic And pArAlympic spotlight.
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2010 Legacies Now was created in 2000 by the Province of British Columbia 

and the Vancouver 2010 Bid Corporation to build support for Vancouver’s 

bid for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games, and to ensure a 

stronger provincial sport system. Since then, we have expanded our mandate 

to strengthen not just sport and recreation, but also arts, literacy, healthy 

living, accessibility and volunteerism throughout the province. 

2010 Legacies Now has taken innovative approaches to leveraging the 2010 

Winter Games into local, tangible legacies in over 400 neighbourhoods and 

communities throughout British Columbia. Working with more than 4,000 

organizations and groups throughout the province, we strategically invested 

in programs, organizations and communities to create self-sustaining social 

legacies. These legacies will continue to live well beyond 2010, creating a 

greater impact than we could have ever imagined.
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literAcy progrAms creAted Across b.c.  

In Nelson, seniors are learning how to send emails and find information online at free 

computer literacy classes. In Lillooet, children and adults living in remote areas can 

borrow reading materials thanks to a mobile Library Book Bus. And in Campbell River, 

young children are learning Elders’ teachings through DVDs produced by Aboriginal 

youth. What do these B.C. communities have in common? They are all participating in 

the Literacy Now Communities program. 

This innovative program, developed by 2010 Legacies Now with support from 

the Province of British Columbia, guides local literacy task groups through a 

process to create a literacy plan that meets their community’s specific needs. By 

planning collaboratively and building partnerships, these task groups are finding 

their own unique solutions and creating local legacies that will benefit residents 

for years to come. 

These locally developed projects and programs are making a big difference. At 

Robson Community School in Castlegar, the Girls Night Out program has brought 

together girls in grades 5 through 7 to promote reading and, in turn, positive self-

esteem. “This program empowers them and provides them with the opportunity to 

know it’s cool to read,” says guest speaker Christine Schmidt. “If they feel good about 

themselves then they are more likely to say to the teacher that they don’t understand 

something or they can’t read something, and ask for that assistance.”

Across B.C., the Literacy Now Communities program is creating lasting legacies in 

lifelong learning by moving beyond the traditional definition of literacy. In Vernon, 

for example, a literacy resource centre was created adjacent to a shelter for homeless 

people to offer job skills training. And in Dawson Creek, a partnership with the 

Salvation Army provided literacy support for an adult cooking class. These programs 

are some of the examples of valuable literacy work we are partnering on in all corners 

of British Columbia.

We offer the following literacy and lifelong 
learning programs with support from the 
Province of British Columbia and numerous 
other partners throughout B.C.:

literacy now communities
101 task groups are working with more than 
1,000 community partners to develop and 
deliver programs to address local literacy 
needs in over 400 neighbourhoods and 
communities throughout B.C.

leAp bctm

More than 5,000 early learning and 
child development professionals around 
the province discovered new play-based 
learning activities for children from birth  
to age five through LEAP BC.

pAls
Parents as Literacy Supporters (PALS) 
provides training for local programs in over 
250 locations throughout British Columbia, 
including Aboriginal communities, to support 
parents with activities and strategies to 
encourage learning in their preschool and 
kindergarten-aged children.  

More than 280 families in five communities 
participated in a three-year pilot project 
called PALS in Immigrant Communities. This 
program was offered in the first language of 
participants, including Punjabi, Vietnamese, 
Mandarin, Karen and Farsi, as well as English. 

heroes live heretm

More than 850 youth and adults from 
around the province attended workshops 
for Heroes Live Here, a program that 
encourages children and youth to discover 
what makes a hero heroic, to celebrate the 
everyday heroes in their own lives, and to 
act heroically themselves through projects 
that reach out to their community.

rbc 2010 legacies now  
speaker series 
More than 7,800 professionals discovered 
2010-related opportunities through the 
RBC 2010 Legacies Now Speaker Series 
which enabled businesses and communities 
to learn from international experts in the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games industry. 

From 2006-2009, the series hosted 10 
speakers at 31 community events thanks 
to support from RBC, CTV, the Province of 
British Columbia, and the Vancouver Sun 
and Province newspapers.

–––––––––––––

Visit 2010andbeyond.ca to read about 
how the benefits of these programs will 
continue for years to come.
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2010 Legacies Now offers numerous programs to improve access 

to sport and healthy living opportunities, to enhance the provincial 

sport system and to help communities realize the benefits of 

sport tourism. These programs are offered with support from 

the Province of British Columbia and numerous other partners 

throughout B.C. Visit 2010andbeyond.ca to read more.

sport pArticipAtion

b.c. sport participation program
More than 200,000 British Columbians, including children 
and youth, people with disabilities, seniors and Aboriginal 
youth, in over 100 communities across the province 
participated in sport and recreation programs funded 
by the B.C. Sport Participation Program. This program is 
funded by the provincial and federal governments.

sportfittm

More than 81,500 children and youth in 612 B.C. schools 
discovered new sports through SportFit, an interactive, 
online program designed to get youth interested in 
physical activity and sport. SportFit is a partnership of 
2010 Legacies Now, the Province of British Columbia, the 
Government of Canada and CTV.

spirit of 2010 hockey tournament
From 2002-2009, more than 275,000 players throughout 
British Columbia participated in 1,300 Spirit of 2010 
Hockey Tournaments. The annual program celebrated 
healthy living, amateur sport and community spirit in 
communities across the province. The Tournament was 
a partnership of 2010 Legacies Now, the Province of 
British Columbia, B.C. Minor Hockey Association and the 
Vancouver Canucks.

inner-city sport And recreAtion

inner-city inclusive (ici) sport and recreation table
2010 Legacies Now and the Vancouver Board of Parks and 
Recreation co-chaired the ICI Sport and Recreation Table, 
which was comprised of community stakeholders. Through its 
work, the Table improved the availability of sport, recreation 
and leadership programs for Vancouver’s inner-city residents, 
at-risk youth and children by supporting several existing 
sport delivery organizations. 
 
chill
From 2005-2008, more than 650 at-risk youth from 
Vancouver and Prince George participated in Chill, a 
snowboarding program which encouraged positive self-
esteem and other valuable life lessons. Chill was supported 
by Bell, the Province of British Columbia, and other 
community partners.
 
zero ceiling
From 2005-2009, 2010 Legacies Now supported the Zero 
Ceiling Work-to-Live program, working with youth agencies 
throughout B.C. to select individuals who were ready to turn 
their lives around. Once identified, these youth participated 
in employment and life-skills training to become alpine-
sports-accredited recreational leaders and instructors. In 
2009, 60 youth participated in Zero Ceiling at Grouse, 
a snowboarding program for at-risk youth which offered 
personal development through adventure-based learning.

inner-city sport court project
This project has committed to building an outdoor sport 
court in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside, and offering 
sport programming for youth and families in the area. A 
partnership of Coca-Cola Canada., 2010 Legacies Now, 
Ray-Cam Community Cooperative, Vancouver Board of Parks 
and Recreation, and B.C. Housing, the project will be funded 
by Coca-Cola through the return of their products’ empty 
plastic containers sold and distributed at the 2010 Winter Games.
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sport system development

b.c. Activity reporter
Launched in 2009, the B.C. Activity Reporter is an online source for sport 
participation information, offering tools and reports to strengthen sport 
programming across B.C. 
 
local sport program development fund
The Fund has helped 79 community organizations to expand their sport programming 
for more than 2,500 youth, Aboriginal youth and others with limited access to sport 
facilities and equipment.

disability sport
The hosting of the Vancouver 2010 Paralympic Winter Games provides a unique 
opportunity to leave a lasting legacy in sport and recreation for British Columbians 
with a disability. Together with our sport partners, including provincial disability 
sport organizations, we’ve worked to make an impact on sport system planning and 
development to realize Paralympic Games legacies. 

sport tourism

hosting bctm grants
From 2004-2009, close to 200 national and international sport events in 34 B.C. 
communities received funding from Hosting BC, a grant program which aimed to 
promote B.C. as a premier sport event destination. In the two years that led up to 
the 2010 Winter Games, more than 54 countries came to B.C. to compete in sport 
events supported by Hosting BC. 

hostingbc.ca
HostingBC.ca is a comprehensive website which showcases B.C.’s readiness to host 
sport events, and features more than 225 sport venues in over 40 communities 
throughout the province. Through HostingBC.ca and other initiatives done in 
partnership with Tourism BC, we have raised the profile of B.C.’s world-class 
facilities. International teams have visited provincial facilities for pre-Games training, 
including the women’s Swedish hockey team in Kelowna, the U.S. short track speed 
skating team in Surrey and the Russian figure skating team in Abbotsford.

sport tourism network
More than 70 member organizations in over 40 communities across the province 
participated in the B.C. Sport Tourism Network, which provided a platform to share 
information and work strategically to support sport tourism in B.C. The Sport 
Tourism Network is a partnership with Tourism BC.

heAlthy living

Action schools! bctm

More than 530,000 students were more active and learned healthy living lessons through 
Action Schools! BC, which promotes physical activity and healthy eating in schools.

Actnow bc tours
We partnered with the Province of B.C. to coordinate three separate tours to promote 
healthy lifestyles throughout the province: the ActNow BC Road to Health Community 
Tour; the ActNow BC Road to Health: Aboriginal Community Tour; and the Road to 2010 
Community Tour. From 2007-2009, more than 263,000 people in 47 communities 
visited our interactive exhibits to learn about the benefits of healthy living.

––––––––––

These programs were delivered with support from the Province of British Columbia 
and numerous other partners throughout B.C. Visit 2010andbeyond.ca to read 
about the lasting benefits of these programs.
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Through our work with sport 
organizations in the province, 
we support up-and-coming B.C. 
athletes through the following sport 
performance programs:

game plan bc
Since its launch in 2003, Game Plan 
BC supported more than 300 high-
performance athletes annually in 17 
Olympic and Paralympic winter sports, 
with funding for coaching, training, 
competition, sport science and sport 
medicine.

targeted sport strategy 
Each year since 2004, close to 1,000 
athletes benefited from the Targeted 
Sport Strategy, which offered financial 
and technical support services to 
10 winter and 20 summer sports, 
specifically targeted for additional 
coaching and access to performance 
experts. 

growing championstm

Twenty-five high-performance athletes 
were connected directly with sponsors 
through Growing Champions, a 
financial assistance and athlete 
development program.

–––––––––––––

Visit 2010andbeyond.ca to read more 
about these programs and the athletes 
we supported throughout B.C.

Game Plan BC athlete Rebecca Bermel

A stronger sport system for everyone  

In 2000, 2010 Legacies Now set out to create a stronger sport 

system in British Columbia by developing and supporting high-

performance athletes and encouraging more British Columbians to 

lead active lifestyles. As a result of the partnerships we’ve established 

with the BC Games Society, Canadian Sport Centre Pacific and the 

PacificSport Centres, Sport BC and other sport organizations in the 

province, along with the plans we’ve developed together, we are closer 

to that goal than ever before. 

Thanks to our work in developing recreational sport opportunities, 

there are hundreds of thousands of children, teens and adults who are 

playing and competing in sports every day. From funding the creation 

of a new swim program for children with disabilities in Kamloops, to 

supporting sport leagues in remote B.C. communities, 2010 Legacies 

Now has helped many people discover the benefits of being active.

We have also supported the province’s up-and-coming athletes. 

Through Game Plan BC, a program funded by 2010 Legacies Now 

and the Province of British Columbia, high-performance athletes are 

receiving the coaching, training and experience they need to excel 

in their sports. BC Alpine, for example, runs its Best-to-Best (B2B) 

development program for skiers aged 14 to 16, offering high-calibre 

training camps, both on and off the mountain.  

Cranbrook’s Rebecca Bermel views these camps as an integral part of 

her development. She first started skiing at the age of two, competed 

in her first race at eight, and now at 15, she trains almost year-round. 

“All the best girls and guys in B.C. train at camp,” said Rebecca. “You 

watch them and push yourself because you want to be as good as 

them. You try to get a visual image of what they’re doing that works.”

From playground to podium, we are working together to create 

a legacy of active, athletic and sport-minded British Columbians 

throughout the province.
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These programs were offered with support 
from the Province of British Columbia and 
delivered in partnership with the Four 
Host First Nations Society and numerous 
Aboriginal communities throughout B.C. Visit 
2010andbeyond.ca to read about how the 
legacies created from these programs will 
continue for many years.

Aboriginal youth sport legacy fund
Established in 2002 by the Province of British 
Columbia, the Squamish and Lil’wat Nations, 
and the Vancouver 2010 Bid Corporation, the 
Fund supports sport, recreation and healthy 
living programs for Aboriginal youth. As of 
2009, the Fund supported 13 post-secondary 
students, 70 high-performance athletes, more 
than 125 community groups, two provincial 
sport organizations and the First Nations 
Snowboard Team.

first nations snowboard team
The Team develops recreational and high-
performance Aboriginal snowboard athletes 
throughout the province. As of 2009, more 
than 30 high-performance athletes and 150 
recreational athletes participated on the 
Team thanks to support from RBC and other 
partners.

Aboriginal sport participation  
bilateral program
This program, supported by the provincial and 
federal governments, funded three community 
organizations to increase sport, recreation and 
coaching opportunities for Aboriginal youth 
throughout B.C.

Aboriginal sport gallery
Created in 2008, the Aboriginal Sport Gallery 
celebrates the athletic achievements and 
unique contributions Aboriginal peoples have 
made to the sport heritage of British Columbia. 
The gallery is housed at the B.C. Sports Hall of 
Fame and Museum, showcasing sport artifacts 
and honouring the history of Aboriginal sport 
in B.C. 

Aboriginal literacy programs  
The PALS in Aboriginal Communities and 
Honouring the Gifts programs take innovative 
and culturally responsive approaches to 
addressing literacy and learning needs in 
Aboriginal communities. 

AboriginAl legAcies creAted Across b.c.

With the 2010 Winter Games being hosted in the traditional  

territories of the Lil’wat, Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh 

Nations, Aboriginal peoples are playing an unprecedented role in  

the planning, hosting and legacy development of the Games. 

As an organization focused on leveraging the Games to create 

lasting social legacies, 2010 Legacies Now works with the Four 

Host First Nations Society and numerous Aboriginal communities 

and organizations to develop sport participation and healthy living 

opportunities for youth throughout British Columbia. One way we’re 

doing this is through the Aboriginal Youth Sport Legacy Fund, which 

was created in 2002 by the Province of British Columbia, Lil’wat and 

Squamish Nations, and the Vancouver 2010 Bid Corporation. 

As trustee of the Fund, 2010 Legacies Now oversees the distribution 

of grants to develop and support high-performance Aboriginal 

athletes, and deliver sport and healthy living programs. From lessons 

in traditional canoe-carving and paddling, to martial arts and lacrosse 

programs, the Fund supports locally developed programs throughout 

British Columbia. 

In Skeetchestn, a small community located 65 kilometres west of 

Kamloops, a group of 27 youth completed at 13-week training program 

for the Vancouver Sun Run. Thanks to support from the Aboriginal 

Youth Sport Legacy Fund, these youth travelled to Vancouver in April 

2009 to run the 10-kilometre race. 

As one Grade 11 student explained, the experience was memorable: 

“This training program gave me so much in return, both in a physical  

and psychological way. I have developed better eating habits and have 

never been in better physical shape… I learned that I love running 

and will most definitely be continuing to improve.” 

The feelings of accomplishment which arise from participating in such 

programs are important first steps toward promoting healthy, active 

lifestyles among Aboriginal youth, which is proving to be a successful 

and enduring legacy of the Games.



These arts programs were delivered with support from the 
Province of British Columbia and numerous other partners. 

innovations
The Innovations program created new opportunities for 
people to engage in the arts by funding 195 arts and 
cultural projects in 60 communities.

catalyst
Catalyst funded more than 220 arts and cultural projects 
in 49 communities to support or improve their artistic, 
organizational and business capabilities. 

explorations
More than 16,000 students from over 130 communities 
across B.C. attended Explorations summer camps from 
2005-2008. These camps offered innovative lessons 
in arts, sport and recreation, which were designed for 
students in kindergarten to Grade 7 who did not have 
access to summer programs due to their remote location  
or other barriers. 

Arts partners in creative development
As of 2009, 65 B.C.-based arts and cultural organizations 
received funding from Arts Partners in Creative Development 
(APCD) to create new works or further develop existing 
works. APCD is a partnership of 2010 Legacies Now, 
Province of B.C., Canada Council for the Arts, City of 
Vancouver, Vancouver Foundation, and VANOC.

infusiontm: Arts in education
In its first year of operation, more than 1,200 students 
in 24 B.C. communities discovered visual art, dance, 
drama, music and art technology through Infusion: Arts in 
Education, a program that incorporates the arts into other 
subject areas for students in kindergarten to Grade 8.

creative communities
As of 2009, Creative Communities provided funding to 
49 municipalities and other local governing bodies to 
incorporate cultural planning into their visions for the 
future. Results from cultural planning are unique for each 
community. In Princeton, a lasting legacy was the creation 
of the Princeton Performing Arts Society, which converted 
a gym in the old town school into a semi-professional 
performance stage.

–––––––––––––

Visit 2010andbeyond.ca to read about how the legacies 
created from these programs will continue beyond 2010.
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Vancouver Opera in Schools, photo by T. Matheson

building legAcies, creAting pArtnerships in the Arts sector  

2010 Legacies Now has supported B.C. arts and cultural organizations 

to find innovative ways to do business, produce projects and encourage 

participation in the arts through its granting programs. 

Our Catalyst program, for example, helped four Vancouver theatre groups 

form a central operations hub, enabling them to reduce expenses and 

improve production. Boca del Lupo, Electric Company Theatre, Neworld 

Theatre and Rumble Productions used funding from Catalyst to hire a 

consultant to develop a new operations plan, which led to the development of 

Progress Lab 1422 (PL 1422), an East Vancouver garment factory converted 

into 7,000-square-feet of state-of-the-art rehearsal space, offices and 

storage facilities.

“What I love best about the space is that other local artists are starting 

to imagine the creative possibilities, too,” said Nathan Medd, managing 

producer for Electric Company Theatre. “One of our board members is 

trying to put a value to the number of new projects that spring up as a result 

of random encounters between artists at PL 1422. It really is turning into 

the arts hub we envisioned.”

Standing alongside the Catalyst funding program are the Innovations, 

Creative Communities and Arts Partners in Creative Development programs, 

all of which have supported arts and cultural projects throughout B.C. 

Innovations and Arts Partners in Creative Development have funded numerous 

performing, visual and multi-media projects to attract new audiences to 

the arts. And Creative Communities continues to support the research and 

development of long-term cultural plans to help B.C. communities work 

towards a future that is enriched with the arts.  

Triaspora featuring Chengxin Wei and Jessica Jone, 
Photo by Adam Smith



These programs were offered with support from the 
Province of British Columbia and numerous other partners 
throughout B.C. Visit 2010andbeyond.ca to read about 
how the benefits of these programs will continue for many 
years beyond the 2010 Winter Games.

virtual voices village
Virtual Voices Village helped more than 119 B.C. 
students with disabilities develop writing and journalism 
skills by interviewing athletes and other successful role 
models, working with mentors in print and broadcast 
journalism, and posting their work online at vvvillage.org. 
Six students who participated in the program were also 
selected to report on the 2010 Winter Games. Virtual 
Voices Village is a partnership of 2010 Legacies Now, the 
Province of British Columbia, SET-BC and 3M. 

measuring up
More than 100 communities in British Columbia 
improved accessibility for people with disabilities, 
seniors and others using Measuring Up, a program which 
helps communities assess and improve local accessibility 
and inclusion. Measuring Up is supported by the 
Province of British Columbia.

Accessible tourism
More than 3,600 tourism businesses and 27 recreation 
centres discovered how accessible they are for people 
with disabilities and received information on making 
improvements through the Accessible Tourism program. 
The program is a partnership of 2010 Legacies Now, 
the Province of British Columbia and numerous other 
tourism associations. 

Accessworks
A group of disability-focused organizations partnered 
on accessWORKS, which was supported by the Province 
of British Columbia, to connect people with disabilities 
to jobs, volunteer positions, and other economic 
opportunities created by the 2010 Winter Games.  

Age-friendly and measuring up pilots
The integrated Measuring Up and Age-Friendly pilot 
project assisted communities to become age-friendly, 
disability-friendly, universally-designed and inclusive for 
all residents and visitors. The three pilot communities 
of Sechelt, Port Hardy and Taylor completed several 
projects, including sidewalk enhancements, park 
accessibility improvements, and improved accessible 
transit options. 

Accessible playgrounds
Three world-class, accessible playgrounds will be 
completed in 2010 in Vancouver, Whistler and 
Richmond, venue cities for the 2010 Winter Games.  
The playgrounds will enable all children, including 
children with disabilities, to play side-by-side with their 
siblings, friends and families. The project is a partnership 
of 2010 Legacies Now, the Province of British Columbia, 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Canada, Rick 
Hansen Foundation, Shane’s Inspiration, and the  
three municipalities.
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mAking communities Accessible for All   

In central British Columbia, the Tatlayoko Lake community park is setting a new 

standard for accessibility for people with disabilities. Thanks to the creation of a 

new accessible trail, everyone can now experience the outdoors, whether they’re 

walking, using a wheelchair, on a scooter, or riding a bike.

“Everyone should have the ability to enjoy the outdoors and the view, especially 

those in wheelchairs or others with accessibility needs,” said Alex Bracewell, the 

driving force behind the Tatlayoko Lake trail. “Let’s give all people the opportunity 

to enjoy the wonderful things the Cariboo and B.C. have to offer - that’s what this 

trail is about.”

The two-kilometre trail was made from recycled rubber conveyor belts, donated 

by a local mining company. The steel reinforced belting is over five feet wide, 

which allows adequate space for two side-by-side wheelchairs. Thanks to the new 

smooth path, people of all abilities can enjoy the trail.

This trail is only one example of the innovative accessibility and inclusion projects 

undertaken by communities across B.C. thanks to support from Measuring Up and 

the Province of British Columbia. Measuring Up supports communities to assess 

and improve accessibility and inclusion for people with disabilities and others 

with accessibility needs, including seniors, parents pushing baby strollers, tourists 

carrying luggage, and people with temporary injuries.

From increasing accessible employment opportunities and offering inclusive 

community services, to installing automatic doors and ramps, Measuring Up is 

helping B.C. communities engage people with disabilities in community planning 

and programming like never before. By improving accessibility and inclusion for 

people with disabilities, these communities are ensuring all residents and visitors 

can enjoy everything they have to offer. 
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connecting volunteers And events 

From the BMX World Championships in Victoria, to the Roots and Blues Festival in 

Salmon Arm, to the Granville Island Turkey Trot in Vancouver, 2010 Legacies Now is helping 

event organizers throughout British Columbia recruit and connect with volunteers.  

In 2005, we developed VolWeb.ca™, an online tool to encourage volunteerism and 

increase access to volunteer opportunities for British Columbians. In just five short 

years, more than 1,900 event organizations and 10,000 volunteers have registered 

with VolWeb.ca.

Event organizations of all types can register with VolWeb.ca, and people looking for 

short-term volunteer opportunities can search the online database of events. VolWeb.ca 

then matches the needs of the events with interested volunteers.  

“I’ve had great success recruiting volunteers through VolWeb.ca,” said Alison Liebel, 

who helped organize the Granville Island Turkey Trot. “It’s easy to set up and post 

opportunities, it gives volunteers a flavour of the event, and it also allows me to get  

a sense of the skills and abilities of the individuals.”  

VolWeb.ca provides communities with the tools they need to develop a network of 

experienced and enthusiastic volunteers who can contribute to the success of local 

events, creating a legacy of volunteerism that will continue well into the future.

volweb.ca™

More than 10,000 volunteers and 1,900 
organizations have registered with VolWeb.ca, 
an online registration tool to connect volunteers 
with event organizations across British Columbia.

volunteer centre opportunity listings tool
2010 Legacies Now partnered with 15 volunteer 
centres around the province to build a tool, powered 
by VolWeb.ca, to improve access to local volunteer 
opportunities. 

The Volunteer Centre Opportunity Listings Tool 
enables a volunteer centre’s member organizations 
to post volunteer positions online, change the 
information as needed, and remove positions that 
no longer need filling. For potential volunteers, each 
volunteer centre’s VolWeb.ca-powered webpage 
provides up-to-date information and the ability to 
search open positions based on a person’s interests 
and availability.
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spirit of bc week
From 2006-2009, more than 1,200 community 
events were organized by Spirit of BC committees 
across the province for Spirit of BC Week, an annual 
celebration of events and activities showcasing 
pride in our province and profiling local programs 
and services that strengthen sport and recreation, 
healthy living, arts and culture, literacy 
and volunteerism.

spirit of bc committees
A network of more than 95 Spirit of BC committees 
around the province promote community innovation, 
pride and excellence, and work to involve British 
Columbians in the opportunities arising from the 
2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games.

Altitude youth experience
In 2007 and 2008 more than 125 youth,  
aged 16-19, participated in the Altitude Youth 
Experience, which enabled them to get involved in 
their communities and develop leadership skills by 
joining their local Spirit of BC committee.

2010 legacies now connecting 
communities tour presented by bell
From 2006-2008, more than 370,000 people 
visited tour as it travelled around the province to 
share the spirit of the 2010 Winter Games and 
encourage British Columbians to create their own 
legacies leading up to 2010 and beyond. The 
tour, presented by Bell and the Province of British 
Columbia, visited 61 community events 
and festivals in 36 communities. 

----------

These programs were offered with support from the 
Province of British Columbia and numerous other 
partners throughout B.C. Visit 2010andbeyond.ca 
to read about how the benefits of these programs 
will continue for years to come.

An ice castle created in Fort St. John

bringing home the spirit of the 2010 winter gAmes

Some would think a community that is more than 1,500 kilometres from 

Vancouver would have a hard time connecting to the 2010 Olympic and 

Paralympic Winter Games. But the residents of Fort Nelson are feeling the 

excitement thanks to their local Spirit of BC committee. 

There are more than 95 Spirit of BC committees around the province, 

representing more than 200 communities. These volunteer committees are 

the heart of the Spirit of BC program, a partnership between 2010 Legacies 

Now and the Province of British Columbia, which promotes community 

innovation, pride and excellence.

Through these committees, we work with local leaders to bring together 

people, projects and ideas to engage and excite every city and town through 

province-wide celebrations of excellence and innovation. And through these 

celebrations, we help to connect British Columbians in every corner of the 

province to the excitement and benefits of the Games.

“Once our committee engaged the community, we found we had over 80 ideas 

and concepts to explore,” says Allen Kessler, chair of the Fort Nelson Spirit of 

BC Committee. “We worked on upgrading our outdoor recreational area by 

adding ball diamonds, parking and washrooms, and now we’re developing a 

non-motorized community trail and upgrading our winter sliding hill.”

Although the Spirit of BC committees are active throughout the year, each 

February from 2006-2009, they planned local events to celebrate Spirit 

of BC Week, a countdown to the 2010 Winter Games and a celebration of 

B.C.’s unique communities. These events included winter festivals, sport 

tournaments, arts performances, literacy presentations, and celebrations 

recognizing the work of volunteers. 

In Fort Nelson, the excitement around the 2010 Winter Games has created 

a feeling and belief that anything is possible when people work together, and 

that’s what Spirit of BC is all about. 
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     4,000 families discovering life-altering lessons in literacy and early childhood learning

200,000 people participating in new sport programs, creating a legacy of active British Columbians

           95 Spirit of BC committees creating Olympic and Paralympic legacies in their communities

         107 communities improving accessibility for people with disabilities and seniors

         200 national and international sport events which were hosted in 34 communities and funded by Hosting BC

 530,000 students making healthy choices through Action Schools! BC™

          101 task groups working with over 1,000 community partners to improve literacy for people of all ages

         445 arts and cultural projects which engaged British Columbians throughout the province

      1,900 organizations and close to 10,000 volunteers using VolWeb.ca™ to find volunteers and   
 volunteer opportunities

           65 provincial sport organizations and multi-sport organizations who receive annual and   
 project funding, along with other support and resources

     1,300 high-performance athletes supported by Game Plan BC and the Targeted Sport Strategy  
 each year, as they strive to reach the national team level

   16,000 students who experienced high-quality summer camps in arts, sport and recreation

         125 Aboriginal organizations offering sport and recreation programs for youth

with support from the province of british columbiA And numerous other pArtners 

over the pAst ten yeArs, 2010 legAcies now helped to creAte lAsting community

legAcies in british columbiA. throughout the province there Are more thAn:

over two million british columbiAns Are benefiting from these And other 2010 

legAcies now progrAms And investments. 

Since 2010 Legacies Now began in 2000, 

we have taken an innovative approach 

to leveraging the 2010 Olympic and 

Paralympic Winter Games to create lasting, 

tangible legacies throughout British 

Columbia. What started as a single idea, 

the concept that bidding for the 2010 

Winter Games could bring lasting benefits 

to British Columbia, has already become so 

much more. 

Moving beyond the 2010 Winter Games, 

2010 Legacies Now will build on these 

experiences to help social organizations 

create a large scale and lasting social impact 

in literacy, lifelong learning, sport and 

healthy living.

We will work with high-potential non-profit 

organizations to significantly improve 

and expand their social impact to reach 

communities across Canada. We will provide 

funding, business planning, mentorship and 

other support to help these organizations 

achieve major social change.

We will partner with government, corporate 

and philanthropic investors to support 

these innovative non-profit organizations 

to create and deliver social legacies. And 

we will demonstrate how the Olympic 

and Paralympic ideals extend beyond 

sport competition to inspire individuals, 

communities and others to achieve great 

social change.
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To get involved with 2010 Legacies Now or for 

more information, contact:

         info@2010LegaciesNow.com

778-327-5150 or toll-free 1-866-427-2010



A legAcy is A shAdow thAt stretches 
forwArd; An echo thAt grows louder, 
A memory thAt becomes A dreAm. it is A 
footprint thAt we leAve, mArking our 
journey from the pAst And helping leAd 
the next generAtion to the future. 
2010 legAcies now is committed to 
creAting opportunities for tomorrow, 
todAy. we Are building pArtnerships 
between people, orgAnizAtions And 
communities to help build A better 
british columbiA. inspired by the olympic 
And pArAlympic ideAls of peAce through 
sport, fAir plAy, And the celebrAtion of 
the humAn spirit through Athletic And 
Artistic expression, 2010 legAcies now 
is the spArk thAt lights the fire we eAch 
cArry inside. we believe pAssionAtely in 
the power of one to mAke A difference 
in the lives of mAny. we believe we 
Are All mAde stronger by the bonds 
we forge with those who shAre our 
community, our interests And our 
ideAls. excellence comes in mAny forms. 

Sustainability
Durabilité

2010 legAcies now And A number of our progrAms hAve been AwArded vAncouver 

2010 sustAinAbility stArs from the vAncouver orgAnizing committee for the 2010 

olympic And pArAlympic winter gAmes. the sustAinAbility stAr progrAm recognizes 

gAmes-relAted sustAinAbility innovAtions, focusing on sociAl, economic And 

environmentAl benefits. 
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s since our inception, 2010 legAcies now hAs worked with over 4,000 

orgAnizAtions And groups in our quest to see All b.c. communities 

discovering And creAting lAsting legAcies leAding up to 2010 And beyond. 

from collAborAting on projects with us, to tAking the leAd on progrAms in 

the community, our pArtners were integrAl to the legAcies we hAve helped to 

creAte. we extend our deepest grAtitude to the province of british columbiA And the numerous 

other pArtners who hAve helped mAke the lAst ten yeArs such A success.


